
 

Items to mark on your calendar:  
March 4, 11, 18, 25 Bingo at the Post 
March 10 – Post General Meeting at 7PM 
April 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 – Bingo at the Post  
April 4 – Post 1 Annual Banquet 
April 8 – Post General Meeting at 7 PM 
 
On April 4, 2020, the post will have its annual banquet.  This is great time to meet up with the members and enjoy a 
meal. 
 
On May 2, 2020 we will again be having our annual Comedy Show.  This has been well received by the community.  
The show includes a meal. A table of 8 is $200 and single tickets are $30.  Come out for a night of food and 
entertainment. There will also be a silent auction and a 50/50 raffle. 
 
May 25 is Memorial Day. Our tradition at Post 1 and 321 before that, is to render honors to the buried Veterans at 6 
of Germantown’s cemeteries. We meet at 9:30 AM on Memorial Day at the Post. After practicing we go to each of 
these cemeteries with a reading by our chaplain, rifle salute and playing of taps.  We are always in need of 
participants. We need individuals to do the rifle salute and hold our flags.  After the visitation to the cemeteries 
there is a community memorial at our Veteran’s memorial on Freistadt Road. After this memorial there is a free 
meal at the Post.   
 
We welcome new members James, Michael and William Burg.  We also welcome back to Germantown, Post 1 
member Sgt. Kurt Degner, who is a member of the 2-127th Combat Infantry Brigade Wisconsin National Guard, 
recently returned from Afghanistan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dear Fellow Legionnaire,  

Over the past number of months, the Post has increased its’ efforts to communicate with members regarding post news, 

planned events and activities by sending you a monthly newsletter. 

A topic that has not been covered is the financial status of your post.  We have made progress and are headed in the 

right direction.  The mortgage has been paid off as a result of higher bingo revenue derived from the addition of 

progressive bingo.  As a result of this additional income we have saved some money.  The post also received a generous 

donation from Germantown V.F.W Post 9202.That’s the good news. 

However, over the last six weeks we have incurred some significant and unexpected expenses.  First, we had to replace 

compressors and condensers in both the bar coolers and the walk-in cooler.  Then the icemaker had to be replaced.  The 

cost to fix and replace these items was approximately $10,000.00. 

Last week one of the three furnaces quit working.  It’s not surprising seeing that the units are original to the building 

but the timing could not have been worse.  The cost to replace one furnace is going to be between $12,000.00 and 

$15,000.00 based on the estimates we have received. 

There is still a long heating season ahead of us so the furnace needs to be replaced as soon as possible.  We have weekly 

bingo and hall rentals and we need to provide our users with a warm and comfortable environment 

Plain and simple, we do not have the money to pay for a replacement furnace.  The Executive Committee is respectfully 

asking members consider making a tax-deductible contribution to help pay for the cost of replacing the furnace.  We 

know that this is a big ask, but, if each of us make a donation it will not be a financial burden on any one of us. 

This request was made at our February meeting and we have already received two generous donations.  It is our sincere 

hope that you will give thoughtful consideration to this request and add your donation to those already received. 

If you have any questions or need additional information please contact Chris Yatchak at 262-444-2433. 

Thanking you in advance for your generosity.  

PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO AMERICAN LEGION POST #1.  IN THE MEMO LINE WRITE 

“BUILDING FUND/FURNACE 
 

 
                                 

Germantown American Legion Post 1 General Meeting Minutes 8 January 2020 
Opening The meeting was called to order at 7:07 pm.  The Master at Arms brought forward the POW flag which was placed on the 

designated chair and saluted. The Chaplain gave the opening prayer. Approval of Minutes The minutes from meeting were passed out, Jim 

moved and Ron Kohl seconded to approve the minutes, motion passed unanimously. Charlie mentioned that the cost for SAL is $10 not $8. 

The executive meeting minutes were read, Jim Heimann moved and Marv Wunder seconded to approve the minutes, motion passed 

unanimously. Finance Committee Jim Heimann presented the Treasurer’s report, it was moved by Ron Kohl seconded by Marv Wunder and 

unanimously approved to accept the treasurer’s report. Membership - Neal Degner, 1st Vice-Commander, stated that we have 146 members 

for 2020 with a 100 percent goal of 181 members for 2020. Bingo -Bingo went great on New Year’s Eve, although we were short helpers, we 

had 200 participants grossing over $5000.  The progressive jackpot of $4100 was won. Cabin Committee -$400 was transferred from the 

building fund to the Cabin fund to pay the taxes.  Mike mentioned that we must notify the state at Portage and Camp American Legion our 

intention to sell the cabins. House Committee -Working on getting the 9 new shelve for the refrigerators, the rusty ones have been written 

up by the village health inspector.  Dale talked to our salting guy about salt usage. We only need to have salt placed on Bingo nights, meeting 

nights and when there are activities at the post, we had salting done in December that was an unnecessary expense. The furnaces were 

cleaned and checked; two parts are failing slowly but the furnaces are good for their age. Service and Welfare Committee- Doug reported no 

illnesses or deaths. Unfinished Business - Dave Ball reported that there is split in the pipe of one of the urinals. Greg Dobrow made a motion 

for us to provide $100 for patches for the Post 1 Baseball team uniforms. Paul seconded it and it passed unanimously. New Business - !! 

Danny discussed the need for the Post to account for all the rifles listed in our possession.  These are actually the property of the US 

government and must be accounted for. With the merger of Post 1 Milwaukee with Post 321 Germantown, it was discovered that some of 

the M1 rifles that Post 1 had, were not properly transferred to the newly combined post.  All of Post 321, Lee-Enfield rifles are accounted for, 

Post 321 did not have M1 rifles. If someone knows the location of the M1 rifles, please contact the post immediately. Illegal possession of 

one of these rifles is considered a felony.  Chris Yatchak talked about the home depot grant.  We are receiving $8700 from Home Depot.  We 

will be replacing all the lighting with LED dimmable lights and new switches.  We will also be replacing all the ceiling tiles. We will be painting 

all the grid work, first using a deglossing solution. IBEW 494 union electricians are volunteering to replace the lights.  We will need a lot of 

volunteers.  Charlie suggested hiring younger people to do this since most of the members are older but Jim Heimann expressed concerns 

about our liability insurance.  We are looking at starting this in the next few weeks. Home Depot is looking to do this before March. SAL 

Charlie reported 2 new SAL members, membership at 27.  

Historian Greg Dombrow presented the historical report for the day   Good of the American Legion - Doug suggested that we consider 
sending a$100 to a family that was burned out on Lisbon Road, we will discuss that at the next executive meeting.  Greg suggested that 
American Legion have some of their information about Bingo and activities be placed on the VFW website.  We will be looking at this. 
Danny O’Toole as commander of VFW9202 presented a check of $4500 to the Post 1 which will pay off the mortgage for the building.  Danny 

explained that since VFW9202 post meets here they felt it was appropriate to assist in paying off the building. 
Adjournment There was no further business brought to the meeting. The POW flag was retired. The Chaplain read the ending prayer and the 

meeting was adjourned at 8:06 pm. 

Germantown American Legion Post 1 General Meeting Minutes 12 February 2020  

Opening The meeting was called to order at 7:00 pm.  The Master at Arms brought forward the POW flag which was placed on the 

designated chair and saluted. The Chaplain gave the opening prayer. Approval of Minutes The minutes from January 2020 meeting were 

passed out, Charlie Hargan motioned and Danny O’Toole seconded to approve the minutes, motion passed unanimously. The executive 

meeting minutes were read, Charlie Hargan moved and Geri Schilz seconded to approve the minutes, motion passed unanimously. Finance 

Committee Mike presented the Treasurer’s report, it was moved by Dave Gierach seconded by Danny O’Toole and unanimously approved to 

accept the treasurer’s report. Membership Neal Degner, 1st Vice-Commander, stated that we have 157 members for 2020 with a 100 percent 

goal of 181 members for 2020.  Next month, we will have nominations for officers. Bingo  Bingo is doing well. Cabin Committee With the 

potential sale of the cabins, the cabin committee has been placed in abeyance.  House Committee Dale is on vacation, no report. Service and 

Welfare Committee Baseball team is having their uniforms designed and made. They will be playing at the Germantown high school field.  

Unfinished Business None New Business Greg talked about and brought in paperwork about the current VA requirements for disability. SAL 

No report Historian Greg talked about the freedoms we have guaranteed by the constitution. He then presented what happened this day in 

history. Good of the American Legion Doug mentioned that he sent a get-well card to Jim Heimann. Emmanuel Methodist church has a men’s 

breakfast at 7:45, Doug will be speaking, this coming Saturday on the Honor Flight, all are welcome.  Tonight’s roast beef and ham are 

courtesy of VFW9202 from their banquet.  Chris mentioned that because of the furnace cost, 11,000 dollars and that our mortgage is paid 

off, and we do not want to start another mortgage, donations from members or others would really be appreciated. Danny mentioned that 

on May 25 is Memorial Day and we need people for the firing squad and flag holders. The ceremony is followed by a lunch at the post.  Marv 

reported that Al Sande could not make it but to say hi to the guys. Adjournment There was no further business brought to the meeting. The 

POW flag was retired. The Chaplain read the ending prayer and the meeting was adjourned at 7:44 pm. 
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   Auxiliary Newsletter – August 2019   Coupon Project We continue to mai l coupons to cmmissaries around theorld or use by our service  families.  We would like to encurage everyone to bring coupons in for thisprogram.  If  you ca drop them off at he Post we have severalpeople who can help with the cutting  and sorting.  I would like to agai thank Bette Peck for coodi nating this program.     Donations We donated money to two of our Post Veterans, John Schaet zel & Doug Janzen, which  helped with the expense of their  guardians during the Honor Flights they recently  attended.   John came to our Auxiliary meet ing in July and told us about his trip and Doug was at  our meeting in August to share his expri ences as well .  It was very interesting to hear  about their day and the positive impact this program has had for many Veterans.   Greta Hutchison attended the Germantown to present a scholarship to Elizabeth  Weisbecker, whowill be attending UW-Madis to study Business-Maketing.  Badger Girls Badger GirlsState as held in June at the UW-Oshkosh campus.   We sponsored 2 young women t o attend, Sofia Fernandez and Anika Pawlak.  They will be attending our Auxiliary meeting in Ocober o share their exri ences while there.   We were very exci ted to hear Anika was elected Lieutenant Governor a hear about that process.     Upoming Events & Annoucements The next ALA In The Know Meeti ng will be held at the edarburg Post on 10/05/19.  If  anyone is interested in attending please contct me for inf ormation; we must be  registered before 9/21/19.  These are very informative meetings covering various  auxiliary topics and are very wel ttended.   Auxiliary Metings PLEASE NOTE:  Our Auxil iary Unit #321, meets the 2 nd  Wednesday of every month.  We have changed he timeto begin at 6:30 and end at 7:30PM.  Please try to attend our meetings and help us make plan on what programs we want o support in the  communityand our post  veterans during this next calendar year.  God Bless America and all  who erve. President K 
Auxiliary Newsletter – January/February 2020 
 Our New Year’s Eve Bingo was well attended, and everyone enjoyed the lunch we served in between bingo sessions. We 
always have a good time serving the lunch and talking with our bingo players. Spring is just around the corner and the 
Germantown Park and Rec. will be holding its 26th Annual Easter Egg Hunt at Kinderberg Park on April 4.  Our Germantown 
American Legion Auxiliary made a monetary donation toward the purchase of 500 bags of candy.  Approximately 650 children 
ages 1-7 years old participated in this event last year. Our Auxiliary plans on touring the Fisher House, which is located on the 
Zablocki VA Hospital Grounds, this Spring. This should prove to be a very interesting tour and learning experience.  We also 
made a donation to help with the purchase of a new furnace at our Post.  So, you can see we do many things to help our 
Veterans and our Community.  Why not join us?  Our next meeting is on March 11 at 6:30 PM at the American Legion 
Post.  Greta Hutchison, Secretary 
 

Remember we have two halls available for rental with accommodations up to 200 people, 
setup and cleanup included. We have WIFI and ATM on site, ample parking, large 
restrooms, use a caterer of your choice.  Call Amy at 262-573-3100. 

 
Post Officers are: 
Commander: Michael Nardelli  414.248.1199 

1st Vice commander: Neal Degner  262.844.7574 

2nd Vice Commander: Dale Schuldt  262.442.9005 

3rd Vice Commander: Daniel O’Toole 262.255.3514 

Adjutant: Neal Degner   262.844.7574 

Finance Officer: Jim Heimann  414.507.0007 

Historian: Greg Dombrow   262 442 4899 

Chaplain: Douglas Janzen   262.251.5745 

Sgt. At Arms: David Ball  

Sgt. At Arms: Marvin Wunder  262.547.3775 

 

Newsletters, photos and our legion calendars are on our website.  Please check it out at: 

http://www.legionpostone.org/ 

 
The 2020 membership drive started on July 1, remember the Legion year runs from July 1 to June 30. This means that the 
2020 year is from July 1, 2019 to June 30, 2020. Please get your dues in, they are only 35 dollars for the year. As announced, 
per act of Congress, eligibility for membership to the American Legion changed to two dates. April 6, 1917 -November 11, 1918 
and Dec 7, 1941 to a date to be determined by Congress. President Trump signed this new law on July 30. If you have friends 
or relatives who in the past did not fall in the previous eligibility dates let them know that those dates have been changed and 
we would like for them to become members.  For those with computer access you can renew on line at myLegion.org 
 
To be able to better contact Germantown American Legion Post 1 members, we need your e-mail address. Please send it to 
Neal Degner. My email address is ndegner@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 
 
 

  

Germantown American Legion Post 1 
News and Views 
January/February 2020 

http://www.legionpostone.org/

